
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSON 1 

WOKE, WORLDVIEWS & WORD 
In this lesson, attention is drawn to the importance of understanding what a worldview is and how it 

operates in and through culture. Wokeness is introduced and compared preliminarily to the 

Christian worldview. The place of authority is accentuated. Divine revelation in the written 

Scriptures is underlined as the superlative and determinative authority in the Christian worldview. 

Sola Scriptura is advanced as the first step towards clarity for responding to woke ideology. 
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For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to 

the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but 

have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments 

and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and 

take every thought captive to obey Christ.  

2 Corinthians 10:3–5 

Our land is vexed. Why? The reasons are many. But at bottom, 

we are in the midst of a war. No, there is no carnage—it’s 

worse. In this war, the things that are not seen are more 

frightening than the things that are. As immeasurably 

valuable as every single human life is—as horrific as a flesh 

and blood battle is—the devastation of this war is far more 

than the loss of temporary dying lives. Powers that exceed 

human perception are at work. The whole enterprise is 

spiritual in nature, terribly cunning and often deceptively 

subtle. These powers use thoughts and opinions raised 

against the knowledge of God, though the conflict outwardly 

denies that it has anything to do with religion. But none can 

deny that this war advances by means of the mind. 

Social unrest comes from within. The things seen and felt in 

our culture are the effects of desires, cravings, affections, 

aversions, fears, perspectives, ideas, thoughts, intentions, 

and plans in human hearts. As Christians, we are uniquely 

equipped to destroy the arguments and strongholds that the 

world raises against the knowledge of God—and we are 

responsible to do so for the promotion of Christ to the glory 

of God and the joy of humanity. 

In an effort to better understand the nature of the conflict of 

thought represented in the controversies of this subject 

matter, we need to first understand the non-neutral nature of 

human thinking. 
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WORLDVIEWS 

 

 

 

Everybody has a worldview, a way of perceiving and making 

sense out of life in this world. One author says it this way: 

“Every human being has a worldview, even though many are 

uninformed about what a worldview is and the power that 

worldviews have over the way we think and behave. A 

worldview is the total of answers people give to the most 

important questions in life.”3  

The important questions of life include: Is there a God or 

gods? What is absolute? What is the source of all reality and 

existence? From where did matter and life come? What is the 

nature of the universe? What is the essential nature of man? 

What is truth and how can man know truth? Why is there 

suffering in this world? What is the hope for humanity? From 

where does right and wrong come? What happens to man at 

death? What is the meaning of history? What is the role and 

rule of society?  

From these and similar questions we derive ten categories 

that every worldview has, as presented in the following table. 

  

 
3 Ronald H. Nash, “What Is a Worldview?,” in The Apologetics Study Bible (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 
2007), 923. 

A worldview represents one’s comprehensive 

perspective and interpretation of reality. 

DEFINITION 
The term comes from a German 

compound word combining 

“world” and “perception.”1 

Oxford English Dictionary 

defines it as, “A particular 

philosophy or view of life; a 

concept of the world held by an 

individual or a group.”1 Another 

definition states, “A 

comprehensive conception or 

apprehension of the world 

especially from a specific 

standpoint.”1 It is “a 

comprehensive set of basic or 

ultimate beliefs that fit together 

in a consistent or coherent 

manner.”1 
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WORLDVIEW CATEGORIES 

 CATEGORY CONCEPTUAL SUBJECTS

1 God / Absolute God; creator; absolute; source of all reality and existence (ontology*).

2 Creation Nature and origins of matter and life.

3 Humanity Nature of man.

4 Truth Epistemology* and logic.

5 Plight Pain; suffering; hostilities; disease; disorder; division; decay; death.

6 Hope Means of life, health, peace, reconciliation, restoration, renewal.

7 Ethics* Standards for morality; justice; conscience; values; virtues. 

8 Afterlife Concept of what happens after death; ultimate destiny of humanity.

9 History View of time, world history, and eternity.

10 Society View of marriage, gender, family, community, culture, manners and 
customs, civilization, government, arts and human expression.

* An essential branch in philosophy and theology (see below, “On What Foundation?”). The first, second, and third 
set of worldview categories when taken in threes (with #10 remaining) are all headed by a major branch of 
philosophy representing essential philosophical questions. 
 

Understanding the concept and function of a worldview is important for analyzing ideologies and 

examining the thought behind cultural movements. 

WORLDVIEW COHERENCE  

Herman Bavinck (1854-1921) contributed significantly to the effective use and analysis of 

worldviews. He was an exceptional Dutch theologian who wrote in the context of the constant social, 

intellectual, technological, cultural, and spiritual upheaval of Amsterdam at the beginning of the 

twentieth century.4 In his analysis of worldviews, he identified both the objective domain (world), 

 
4 Herman Bavinck, Christian Worldview (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2019), 9. 
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which represents reality outside the self, and the subjective (life), pointing to human consciousness 

and its needs, desires, knowledge, and affections.5  

A worldview’s justification, he argued, is based chiefly on its ability to unify the objective and 

subjective—truth and human experience. In other words, the coherence of a worldview is measured 

by how closely and consistently it comports with reality in each category and in the whole. The more 

accurate a worldview the greater its explanatory power of the objective (world) at all points in the 

subjective (life).  

This is an important test when considering the claims of any worldview. We will repeatedly return to 

this principle and seek to apply it throughout this study. 

Another author appropriately says that “your worldview is what you think of as common sense about 

the world. It is your gut-level, instinctive response to the basic philosophical questions” of life.6 He 

goes on to point out that our worldview operates “below the radar, behind the scenes, guiding our 

thoughts, words, and actions and only rarely being examined or analyzed.”7 

We will now turn to consider what is meant by “woke” and begin to analyze its worldview. 

  

 
5 Bavinck, 12. 
6 Glenn S. Sunshine, Why You Think the Way You Do: The Story of Western Worldviews from Rome to Home (Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 2009), 13. 
7 Sunshine, 15. Emphasis mine. 
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To be “woke” is to be “aware of and actively attentive to important facts and issues (especially 

issues of racial and social justice)” according to the Merriam-Webster online dictionary.8 Part of 

the challenge in responding to this cultural movement is its fluidity and spectrum. Meaning 

sometimes changes, or at least can change. And there is a wide range of arguments and facets. 

While we may distinguish between wokeness and many related critical cultural voices (i.e. Critical 

Race Theory (CRT), intersectionality, social justice, critical theories on gender and sexuality, etc.), 

for the sake of organization, we will identify wokeness as the popular cultural umbrella under which 

all of these related voices find their unified express. To be woke is to be awakened to all of these 

issues. In this way, identifying what is woke is an introduction to our study. 

In his excellent work on the subject, Owen Strachan writes, “Wokeness is first and foremost a 

mindset and a posture. The term itself means that one is ‘awake’ to the true nature of the world when 

so many are asleep. In the most specific terms, this means one sees the comprehensive inequity of 

our social order and strives to highlight power structures in society that stem from racial privilege.”9 

Its intellectual system of thought is Critical Race Theory or CRT (see Lesson 4) and its chief cultural 

expressions are social justice (see Lesson 3) and sexual autonomy (see Lesson 5).  

 
8 Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, s.v. “woke,” accessed September 15, 2021, https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/woke. 
9 Owen Strachan, Christianity and Wokeness (Salem Books, 2021), 8. 

woke 
\ ‘wōk \ 

adjective chiefly US slang 
aware of and actively attentive to important facts and 

issues (especially issues of racial and social justice) 
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Wokeness is built upon racism. Its most basic claim “is that the entire 

civilizational order is infected with racism. This problem cannot be 

the application of virtue in any individual sense. Systemic racism can 

only be addressed through political and economic means.”10 This 

introduces what CRT thinkers call “the disease of whiteness.” 

Caucasian people seek to establish and benefit from systems 

grounded in “white supremacy.” It is claimed that white people live in 

white supremacy and privilege like fish live in water—they can’t see it 

and can’t understand it even when it is explained. Only the victims can 

see and understand it—it is exclusively their experience. 

Furthermore, it is said that this is promoted intentionally, “both 

individually and systemically, through campaigns of violence by 

police, disproportionate incarceration of minorities, unfair housing 

decisions, unequal distribution of public resources for schooling and 

other causes, limited access to health and nutrition, and much 

more.”11 To be woke is to understand that white supremacy is 

promoted in unintentional ways as well. Microaggressions, support of 

normative structural oppression, and participating in imperial 

intellectual constructs are but a few examples.  

OPPRESSORS / OPPRESSED 

Basic to woke thought is victomology. Being a minority is not a 

statistic, it is itself a reality of oppression. All inequality is seen as an 

artifact of oppression—personal or systemic. In this line of thinking, 

“cisgender” and “heteronormative” people oppress “sexual 

minorities.” People who are physically advantaged oppress those who 

are physically disadvantaged (this is called “ableism”). These are 

matters of intersectionality, which will be discussed later. For now, 

the lesson is to see that oppression in woke thought need not be an 

act, simply being in the majority makes you an oppressor. Examples 

and evidences of this are provided in the lessons to follow. 

 
10 Strachan, 9. 
11 Strachan, 10. 

 

 

 

One of the more helpful 

resources for this section 

is Christianity and 

Wokeness by Owen 

Strachan. 
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SEVEN KEY COMMMITMENTS 

Strachan lists seven key commitments that summarize wokeness:12 

1. The world is fundamentally divided into oppressors and oppressed people 

2. A major form of oppression today comes from “whiteness” 

3. “Whiteness” is not a neutral system, but creates a culture of “white supremacy” that most 
benefits “white” people (and also others who fail to challenge it) 

4. The evils of this culture show up in disparities between groups, which reveal inequities, 
which reveal injustices (disparities lead to inequities, which lead to injustices) 

5. “White supremacy” must be vigorously opposed through “social justice,” “antiracism,” and 
the targeting of “white privilege” 

6. More broadly, any form of “privilege” and “oppression” stemming from heteronormative 
“white” capitalist patriarchalist structures must be opposed 

7. We can create a just, fair, diverse, and inclusive society grounded in equality of outcome 
by targeting inequities through political, legal, cultural, and fiscal means so that inequitable 
authority is deprivileged and minority groups are empowered 

John MacArthur has described this movement as “the greatest danger to the Church that he has 

seen in six decades of Gospel ministry.”13 This is chilling. Wokeness is quite possibly the most 

dangerous challenge the church has been confronted with in our lifetime.  

WOKE WORLDVIEW 

In the next lesson we will explore the worldview behind Critical Theory, which has given us wokeness. 

For now, suffice it to say that the worldview upon which woke is built assumes atheistic naturalism. 

There is no universal objective truth in the woke worldview. It is a system of thought without 

authority. 

 

  

 
12 Strachan, 25. 
13 Cited by Strachan, 26. 
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WORD 

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 

John 17:17 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the 

man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16–17 

By “word” I intend to direct our attention to the church’s need to look to God’s Word as authoritative 

and sufficient to address every woke issue. Sola scriptura is our first response. 

One foundational concern that we must squarely address is the claim that to understand and resolve 

the problems that woke ideologies raise we must read the Bible through a woke lens. Voddie 

Baucham writes, “People are not coming right out and saying that the Bible is not enough. Instead, 

high-profile pastors get up and speak about the ways in which modern sociology texts have done for 

them what the revelation of Scripture has been unable to do.”14 He gives the example of no less a 

stalwart for truth than Ligon Duncan, chancellor of Reformed Theological Seminary. Duncan, in his 

forward to Eric Mason’s book, Woke Church, writes, “I have spent much of my life in a haze of relative 

cluelessness about and culpable indifference to many of the concerns that are addressed in this 

book.”15 Baucham is quick to point out that the concerns raised in this book are not exegetical. But 

this is not an isolated case. A number of respected evangelicals similarly suggest that we need woke 

education in order to understand how we as Christians must see and respond to these issues. A 

number of evangelicals, says Baucham, “are proclaiming that sources outside of Scripture have 

brought them to a new, better, and more complete understanding of God’s truth on race.” That, he 

goes on, “should give us pause when men who have been studying and teaching the Bible for many 

decades proclaim that they have come to some life-altering revelation that has not been derived 
from Scripture.”16 In sum, “The idea that we need a new canon to be able to decipher what the Bible 

says, or more specifically, what it means regarding race, is quite troubling. This attack on the 

sufficiency of Scripture should serve as a call to arms.”17 

 
14 Voddie T. Baucham, Fault Lines (Simon and Schuster, 2021), 125. 
15 Eric Mason, Woke Church (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2018), 15, Kindle. 
16 Baucham, 126. 
17 Baucham, 130. 
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BY WHAT STANDARD? 

Commonality is fundamental to any intelligible discourse. Without it there can be no debate. Only 

when there is a common language with words having common meaning can there be intelligible 

discourse. Only when common laws of logic and rules of rational thinking are used in common can 

there be any hope of “making sense” in an argument and coming to a resolution. Only when right and 

wrong are understood by a common definition can there be any discussion about justice. The church 

and the culture no longer share a common language, definitions, and ethical standards.  

A woke culture defines and redefines terms and standards. The whole matter of how the church 

responds to a woke culture, therefore, comes down to authority. Who determines what justice 

means? Who determines what racism is? More basically, who determines what is right? The church 

must identify the culture’s authority and point it out. Exposing it for what it is. At the same time, we 

must stand firm and accountable under the authority of God as revealed in His Word. Only then can 

the church speak to a woke culture meaningfully.  

ON WHAT FOUNDATION? 

Philosophy asks three fundamental questions of a society. These questions form three 

corresponding branches or theoretical disciplines of philosophy. Their technical names are 

epistemology, ontology, and ethics. These roughly, though not precisely, correspond to three woke 

strongholds: identity (related to ontology), authority (related to epistemology), and morality (related 

to ethics). We may add one more dimension to this model, namely a classification for how one entity 

views and treats people of other entities. We will call this element: charity. 

Bavinck argues that these three basic elements are part of the very fabric of a culture’s worldview, 

showing that the Christian worldview, based on Scripture, is the only coherent answer: 

CHARITY 

IDENTITY
ontology 

AUTHORITY
epistemology 

MORALITY
ethics 
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The problems that confront the human mind always return to these: What is the 
relation between thinking and being, between being and becoming, and between 
becoming and acting? What am I? What is the world, and what is my place and task 
within this world? Autonomous thinking finds no satisfactory answer to these 
questions—it oscillates between materialism and spiritualism, between atomism 
and dynamism, between nomism and antinomianism. But Christianity preserves the 
harmony [between them] and reveals to us a wisdom that reconciles the human 
being with God and, through this, with itself, with the world, and with life.18 

THE CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW 

ONTOLOGY  

 1. God Triune, personal, relational, moral, absolute, sovereign;  
Creator, Sustainer, Judge, and Lord over all

 2. Creation Spoke into existence by the will and for the glory of God; dependent

 3. Humanity Made in God’s image to glorify and enjoy Him forever; derives personhood 
and moral culpability from God; fallen in sin; depraved; in need of 
reconciliation with God

EPISTEMOLOGY  

 4. Truth Reality and the absolute truths that govern it derive from and reflect God; 
divine revelation represents the authority of God Himself and alone stands 
above human reason and supposed discovery

 5. Plight Sin has brought a curse and ruin to a good creation, now awaiting 
restoration; moral evils, suffering, ignorance, oppression, hostility, 
disorder, disease, decay, death

 6. Hope God is our hope; the gospel of Jesus Christ is the only means; redemption, 
salvation, reconciliation, restoration, resurrection, and eternal life 
dwelling with God and His redeemed in His kingdom

ETHICS  

 7. Ethics God determines what is right and wrong; justice is determined by what is 
right in God’s eyes; these are revealed in Scripture

 8. Afterlife Retributive justice in hell or everlasting joy in heaven (new creation) with 
God for all who are reconciled to God

 9. History God is dealing with His creation through redemptive history, sovereignly, 
providentially, and teleologically (for His intended ends); an eternal 
kingdom of righteousness is promised for the redeemed 

 10. Society God has given and defined human sexuality, marriage, and family as 
foundational to His purposes and order in creation; government is 
appointed by God; cultures are intended for God’s glory and man’s joy

 

 
18 Bavinck, 29. 
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Every society assumes an ultimate reality 

and source of all personhood, meaning, and 

purpose. Every society assumes an authority 

and assumes a relationship between what is 

authoritative and what is true. Every society 

assumes there is right and wrong and seeks 

to define and enforce what they believe to be 

right and wrong through laws, rewards, and 

punishments. The Christian worldview sees 

these as deriving from God and His Word.  

Who is the authority on authority? Who determines who determines what is right or wrong? These 

are questions of ontology. From the nature of His being, God is the Author and therefore the 

authority over all. He reveals truths in His written Word to interpret reality, to understand our 

situation, and to find purpose and hope by which we may order our lives. In the Scriptures, He reveals 

the knowledge of His moral will to govern our values and deeds, individually and collectively. The 

Scriptures sufficiently reveal these basic principles necessary for a healthy society.  

Societies that turn away from God are reduced to a might-makes-right chaos. History tells their 

multiplied stories. In these broken schemes, the strongest momentary force rules the day. 

Knowledge and truth are subjugated to power. Authority is self-made and forced. But these are self-

defeating models. “Without universal and objective truth, the self-refuting claim of relativism is all 

that remains. Without an ultimate authority, there is no basis for any authority.”19 

AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION IN SOCEITY 

When a society removes God, the is no real authority. Instead of deriving authority from identity 

(God’s ontology), identity becomes subject to self-made authority. If self assumes its own authority, 

then self may redefine itself. This is not possible under God; He is the Author and authority on 

identity.  

Morality is determined by authority. If self is the authority, then self may redefine murder as 

acceptable—as is the case with the pro-abortion mantra: “My body, my choice.” Declaring right what 

God says is evil, is evil. Self is not the author of self, nor its authority. God is the Author and authority 

on morals. 

 
19 Jeffrey Johnson, What Does the Bible Teach about Social Justice? (Free Grace Press, 2021), 15. I am indebted to 
Johnson for the triangular diagrams and helpful comparisons that he has made with authority and jurisdiction. 

CHARITY

GOD 
ontology 

GOD’S WORD 
epistemology 

GOD’S LAW
ethics 
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Discussion about freedom and rights first depends on authority and jurisdiction. Jurisdiction 

touches on the limitations and extent of authority in relation to other authorities.  

This division of power is a protection against the abuse of power. For example, the 
state is to intervene when parents overstep their authority by violating the rights of 
the children, as in the case of abuse. However, the state should not interfere in 
family matters when the family is operating in a just manner. It's wise that the state 
does not oversee the affairs of the church nor the church manage the dealings of 
the state. No institution of authority has the right to abuse their power by 
restricting the rights and freedoms of the other branches of authority.20 

In God’s design for society, He creates institutions and appoints distinct authority and jurisdiction 

to them. The authority and jurisdiction that these institutions have are not negotiated or received 

from each other. These are established and directly appointed by God. The family does not receive 

its identity, authority, or jurisdiction from the state or church. Likewise, the church does not receive 

its identity, authority, or jurisdiction from the state or family. Even the institution of civil government 

is not man-made with authority deriving from the family or the church, but rather is established and 

appointed by God (Romans 13:1-7). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who determines what right an individual has? Who determines how an individual is to relate to 

another? Who determines the role, order, and jurisdiction of the family? Who determines role and 

extent of civil government? Who determines the authority and rule of the church? Who determines 

how the church and state should relate?  

Woke ideologies assume answers to these questions but have no absolute authority to back their 

assumptions. They intentionally disrupt the authority and jurisdiction that God has established for 

each institution, relying on an incoherent man-centered worldview. Jeffrey Johnson plainly states, 

“God's divine authority, which underpins the Christian worldview and any stable society, is 

 
20 Johnson, 28-29. 

GOD 
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fundamentally rejected by and diametrically opposed to the worldview that lies at the heart of social 

justice.”21 

God’s Word answers the above questions with clarity and certainty. God Himself has created the 

individual and the institutions of the family, civil government, and the church. He has also 

established their respective authorities and jurisdictions.  

Read the following passages and identify write out key principles that they reveal about each societal 

institution. 

INDIVIDUAL 

Genesis 1:26-28; Exodus 20:1-17; Galatians 6:7; 2 Thessalonians 3:10; 1 Timothy 5:18 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY 

Genesis 2:18, 24; Psalm 127:3; Matthew 19:1-6; Romans 7:2; 1 Corinthians 7:4; 11:11 

 

 

 

 

GOVERNMENT 

John 19:10-11; Romans 13:1-7; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:13-17 

 

 

 

 
21 Johnson, 29. 



 ADDRESSING CHAOS, ADVANCING CLARITY 

© M. V. Pereira 19 

 

CHURCH 

Matthew 16:18; Acts 12:1; 14:23; 20:28; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:21; 1 Timothy 3:15; 1 Peter 2:5-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

CULTURE 

People and institutions need to be awakened or “woke” to the true nature of the western 
world. Most are asleep. American society is permeated with power struggles and 
comprehensive inequities built on racial privilege. Consequently, the entire system is corrupt. 

CHRIST

People need to be awakened to the true nature of man. None is righteous, no, not one.  Every 
human being stands in need of repentance and regeneration—which is found in Christ alone 
(John 14:6; Acts 4:12). The fundamental problem is with the individual heart, not systems. 
The solution must address the individual heart; systems will follow.  
See Genesis 1:27; Romans 5:12; 3:10-12; 1 Peter 3:18; Galatians 3:28 

Let us be compelled to speak out of love—love for Christ, love for His church, and a 

love for the people in our nation and around the world. Not an acceptance of godless 

systems, but a care for people made in the image God and yet without Him. Let us 

strive to be more like Christ in our view of people being overcome by anti-Christian 

ideologies. Let us speak not from a spirit of condemnation, but from a spirit of 

compassion. The world is broken. The people of our culture are broken. They are living 

and dying without hope in the world. Let us remember that having compassion for 

sinners does not diminish their sin. It does not change the objective vileness of 

godless agendas. Nor does it change the content of our message. 

But it does change the manner of our messaging. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. How important are these matters? Explain. 

2. How does calling attention to one’s worldview help address the real issues in our culture? 

3. Why is showing the need for a coherent worldview important?  

4. How can arguing isolated issues eclipse the bigger picture and potentially skew an 
accurate definition of the problem and/or solution? 

5. What should mark our character and treatment of those advancing woke ideologies? 

6. How can Christians accept the challenge to be awakened to certain problems in society 
without embracing the woke worldview? 

 

 


